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Dear Harold, 


Enclosed are some pages from Arthur Krock's book which should 
interest you. The stuff re CIA and Vietnam confuses me, however. 


From the research I've done this far,, this is the picture I 


get: 



CIA backed the Diem regeme. Diem, a fascist, began getting 
out of hand when the Buddists began their uprising in 63 . Around 
Sept. 63 , JFK started voicing his dissatisfaction with Diem. 

On Oct. 2, it became public knowledge from high official sources 
that the Cl A had been frustrating Lodge's plans and carrying on 
its own operations in S. Vietnam. This would doubtlessly have been 
through Richardson who was pro-Diem and in charge of the CIA Vietnam 
desk. It was also on this date that the same high officials expressed 
their fear of the CIA and spoke of the coup. 

On this same date, the White house announced that it saw an 
end to mm* "The major part" of our military role there',' and 
announced the withdrawal of 1,000 troops by the end of 1963 . 

On Oct. k, Richardson was. recalled to Washington, which apparently 
removed Diem's source of support with the US. 

On Oct. 9 JFK denied the Oct. 2 reports of CIA action, although 
I do not believe this and feel he had to make a denial whether the 
reports were true or not. Did it matter though? For now with 
Richardson gone, he could have the situation under control. 

Of course, Nov. 1 was the coup in the government, Diem out- 
military in. We deny any involvement. This is one pojnt of confusion. 
Wise in INVISIBLE GOV'T implies we did have as-part in the coup. 

What do you think? 

Then there was the meeting in Honolulu to assess "how we can 
bring Americans out of there." Lodge was on his way from this to 
speak with JFK when JFK was murdered. Instead Lodge met monday 
with LBJ, Rusk, etc. I know that on Dec. 3,220 men returned from 
Vietnam, part of the 1,000 to be withdrawn. I have not yet seen that 
any others were taken out. 

I forgot to mention that toward the end of Oct,, funds for 
Special Forces in Vietnam were cut off . 

On Dec. 21, McNamara announced review of military plans in light 
of stepped up Vietcong activity. 

I'll be doing more research, of course. But the US involvement in 
the Diem overthrow seems important to establish. Would the CIA 
have wanted this? I would think not, but cannot be sure. Was 
it the removal of Richardson and cutting off funds that allowed the 
coup? Perhaps you could set me straight. 

Incidentally, if there is any related research you want done 
for your own work, please call on me for I'll be going through a 
lot of things and may be able to help. 


cc Dick 
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